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Words to Inspire Writers

October 5

It is not my mode of thought that has caused my misfortunes, but
the mode of thought of others.
Donatien Alphonse Frangois, Marquis de Sade (1740-1814)

All poetry [is] putting the infinite with the finite.
Robert Browning (1812-1889)

Authors are judged by strange capricious rules
The great ones are thought mad, the small ones fools.
Alexander Pope (1688-1744)

October 6

I cannot live without books.
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

A writer’s inspiration is not just to create. He must eat three times
a day.
Pierre-Augustin Caron de Beaumarchais (1732-1799)

It makes one hope and believe that a day will come when, in the
eye of the law, literary property will be as sacred as whiskey, or any
other of the necessaries of life. It grieves me to think how far more
profound and reverent a respect the law would have for literature
if a body could only get drunk on it.

Mark Twain (1835-1910)

October 7

Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed, and in such
desperate enterprises? If a man does not keep pace with his com-
panions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let
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him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far
away.
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

He has left off reading altogether, to the great improvement of his
originality.
Charles Lamb (1775-1834)

I am a citizen of the world.
Diogenes (412-322 B.C.)

October 8

Time is a great teacher, but unfortunately it kills all its pupils.
(Louis) Hector Berlioz (1803-1869)

The difficulty of literature is not to write, but to write what you
mean; not to affect your reader, but to affect him precisely as you
wish.

Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894)

But words once spoke can never be recalled.
Wentworth Dillon, Earl of Roscommon (1630-1685)

October 9

History is philosophy derived from examples.
Dionysius the Elder (432-367 B.C.)

The writer does the most good who gives his reader the most
knowledge and takes from him the least time.
Sydney Smith (1771-1845)

The covers of this book are too far apart.
Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914)
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October 10

He is indebted to his memory for his jests and to his imagination
for his facts.
Richard Brinsley Sheridan (1751-1816)

You don’t know what it is to stay a whole day with your head in
your hands trying to squeeze your unfortunate brain so as to find
aword.

Gustave Flaubert (1821-1880)

A sick man that gets talking about himself, a woman that gets talk-
ing about her baby, and an author that begins reading out of his
own book, never know when to stop.

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr (1809-1894)

October 11

Seek not to know who said something, but take note of what has
been said.
Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471)

The last thing that we find in making a book is to know what we
must put first.
Blaise Pascal (1623-1662)

To be just, that is to say, to justify its existence, criticism should be
partial, passionate and political, that is to say, written from an ex-
clusive point of view, but a point of view that opens up the widest
horizons.

Charles Pierre Baudelaire (1821-1867)
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October 12

We need a reason to speak, but none to keep silent.
Pierre Nicole (1625-1695)

Who casts to write a living line, must sweat.
Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

As writers become more numerous, it is natural for readers to be-
come more indolent.
Oliver Goldsmith (1730-1774)

October 13

He who has a why to live can bear almost any how.
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)

If I write four words, I strike out three of them.
Nicolas Boileau (1636-1711)

A stand can be made against invasion by an army; no stand can be
made against invasion by an idea.
Victor Hugo (1802-1885)

October 14

Never write on a subject until you have read yourself full of it.
Jean Paul (1763-1825)

Tell the truth
But tell it slant.
Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)

137



Words to Inspire Writers

No publisher should ever express an opinion of the value of what
he publishes. That is a matter entirely for the literary critic to de-
cide.

Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

October 15

Itis necessary to the happiness of man that he be mentally faithful
to himself. Infidelity does not consist in believing or in disbeliev-
ing, it consists in professing to believe what one does not believe.

Thomas Paine (1737-1809)

You cannot depend on your eyes when your imagination is out of
focus.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

Critic, n. A person who boasts himself hard to please because no-
body tries to please him.
Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914)

October 16

Often the test of courage is not to die but to live.
Vittorio Alfieri (1749-1803)

If at first you don’t succeed,
Try, try again.
William Edward Hickson (1803-1870)

Itis a stupidity second to none, to busy oneself with the correction
of the world.
Moliere [Jean Baptiste Poquelin] (1622-1673)
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October 17

Resolve to be thyself: and know, that he
Who finds himself, loses his misery.
Matthew Arnold (1822-1888)

Drop the question what tomorrow may bring, and count as profit
every day that Fate allows you.
Horace(65-8 B.C.)

Never contradict. Never explain. Never apologize. (Those are the
secrets of a happy life!)
John Fisher (1469-1535)

October 18

No great man lives in vain. The history of the world is but the bi-
ography of great men.
Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881)

If all the grammarians in the world were placed end to end, it
would be a good thing.
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

The public is the only critic whose opinion is worth anything at
all.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

October 19
The past was nothing to her; offered no lesson which she was will-
ing to heed. The future was a mystery which she never attempted

to penetrate. The present alone was significant.
Kate Chopin (1851-1904)
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A short saying often contains much wisdom.
Sophocles (497-406 B.C.)

He does not write at all whose poems no man reads.
Martial [Marcus Valerius Martialis] (40-102)

October 20

How many a man has dated a new era in his life from the reading
of a book.
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

As I take up my pen I feel myself so full, so equal to my subject,
and see my book so clearly before me in embryo, I would almost
like to try to say it all in a single word.

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg (1742-1799)

Literary success of any enduring kind is made by refusing to do
what publishers want, by refusing to write what the public want,
by refusing to accept any popular standards, by refusing to write
anything to order.

Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904)

October 21

Everything has been thought of before, but the problem is to think
of it again.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)

I am a galley slave to pen and ink.
Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850)

If by the people you understand the multitude, the hoi polloi, 'tis
no matter what they think; they are sometimes in the right, some-
times in the wrong; their judgment is a mere lottery.

John Dryden (1631-1700)
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October 22

Who knows if Shakespeare might not have thought less if he had
read more?
Edward Young (1683-1765)

Ninety percent of inspiration is perspiration.
Proverb

Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have
greatness thrust upon 'em.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

October 23

Due attention to the inside of books, and due contempt for the
outside, is the proper relation between a man of sense and his
books.

Lord Philip Dormer Stanhope (1694-1773)

Against the disease of writing one must take special precautions,
since it is a dangerous and contagious disease.
Peter Abelard (1079-1142)

All the fame I look for in life is to have lived it quietly.
Michel Eyquem de Montaigne (1533-1592)

October 24

It matters not how a man dies, but how he lives. The act of dying
is not of importance, it lasts so short a time.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)

Nothing ventured, nothing gained.
Proverb
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In every work of genius we recognize our own rejected thoughts.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

October 25

He is blessed over all mortals who loses no moment of the passing
life in remembering the past.
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

May I die like a dog rather than hasten the ripening of a sentence
by a single second!
Gustave Flaubert (1821-1880)

No man speaks safely but he that is glad to hold his peace.
Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471)

October 26

There is no genius free from some tincture of madness.
Marcus Annaues Seneca (4 B.C. — A.D. 65)

The difference between journalism and literature is that journal-
ism is unreadable and literature is unread.

Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)
Oh, write of me, not “Died in bitter pains,” but “Emigrated to an-

other star!”
Helen Hunt Jackson (1830-1885)

October 27

The journey, not the arrival, matters.
Michel Eyquem de Montaigne (1533-1592)
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Chapters relieve the mind.
Laurence Sterne (1713-1768)

Whenever two good people argue over principles, they are both
right.
Marie Ebner von Eschenbach (1830-1916)

October 28

When I do not understand, I like to say nothing.
Sophocles (497-406 B.C.)

Once in seven years I burn all my sermons; for it is a shame if I
cannot write better sermons now than I did seven years ago.
John Wesley (1703-1791)

Whenever books are burned men also in the end are burned.
Heinrich Heine (1797-1856)

October 29

Be yourself and speak your mind today, though it contradict all
you have said before.
Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915)

Things in motion sooner catch the eye Than what not stirs.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

The reward of a thing well done is to have done it.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)
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October 30

Whenever two people meet there are really six people present.
There is each man as he sees himself, each man as the other per-
son sees him, and each man as he really is.

William James (1842-1910)

Plagiarists are always suspicious of being stolen from.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)

Be modest! It is the kind of pride least likely to offend.
Jules Reynard (1864-1910)

October 31

Biography lends to death a new terror.
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

To get the right word in the right place is a rare achievement. To
condense the diffused light of a page of thought into the luminous
flash of a single sentence, is worthy to rank as a prize composi-
tion just by itself... Anybody can have ideas—the difficulty is to
express them without squandering a quire of paper on an idea that
ought to be reduced to one glittering paragraph.

Mark Twain (1835-1910)

Surely human affairs would be far happier if the power in men to
be silent were the same as that to speak. But experience more than
sufficiently teaches that men govern nothing with more difficulty
than their tongues, and can moderate their desires more easily
than their words.

Baruch de Spinoza (1632-1677)
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Nature, which gave us two eyes to see, and two ears to hear, has
given us but one tongue to speak.
Jonathan Swift (1667-1745)

November 6

In matters of principle, stand like a rock; in matters of taste, swim
with the current.
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

Works of imagination should be written in very plain language;
the more purely imaginative they are the more necessary it is to
be plain.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)

The worth of a state, in the long run, is the worth of the individuals
composing it.
John Stuart Mill (1806-1873)

November 7

The universe ought to be presumed too vast to have any character.
C(harles) S(anders) Peirce (1839-1914)

Satire should, like a polished razor keen,
Wound with a touch that’s scarcely felt or seen.
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu (1689-1762)

A writer is dear and necessary for us only in the measure of which
he reveals to us the inner workings of his very soul.
Count Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910)
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November 8

Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we
must do.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)

Men of few words are the best men.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

If you are attacked as regards your style, never reply; it is for your
work alone to make answer.
Voltaire (1694-1778)

November 9

Some, for renown, on scraps of learning doat,
And think they grow immortal as they quote.
Edward Young (1683-1765)

I did not write it. God wrote it. I merely did his dictation. [On
Uncle Tom’s Cabin]
Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896)

No man but a blockhead ever wrote, except for money.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)
November 10

To have ideas is to gather flowers; to think, is to weave them into
garlands.
Madame Swetchine (1782-1857)

Prose is when all the lines except the last go on to the end. Poetry
is when some of them fall short of it.
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)
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Not gods, nor men, nor even booksellers have put up with poets
being second-rate.
Horace(65-8 B.C.)

November 11

When a man does not write his poetry, it escapes by other vents
through him.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

I wish I could write as I feel and think—as I sometimes converse
even.
Amos Bronson Alcott (1799-1888)

No furniture so charming as books.
Sydney Smith (1771-1845)

November 12

If all our misfortunes were laid in one common heap whence ev-
eryone must take an equal portion, most people would be con-
tented to take their own and depart.

Socrates (470-399 B.C.)

Everything that [ have written is closely related to something that
I have lived through.
Henrik Johan Ibsen (1828-1906)

It is a rule with me, that a person who can write a long letter, with
ease, cannot write ill.
Jane Austen (1775-1817)
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November 13

Do as you would be done by is the surest method that I know of
pleasing.
Lord Philip Dormer Stanhope (1694-1773)

I always write a good first line, but I have trouble in writing the
others.
Moliere [Jean Baptiste Poquelin] (1622-1673)

Books have a sense of honor. If they are lent out, they will not
come back.
Theodor Fontane (1819-1898)

November 14

It is the essence of genius to make use of the simplest ideas.
Charles Peguy (1873-1914)

I would rather men ask why I have no statue than why I have one.
Cato the Elder (234-149 B.C.)

Often I am still listening when the song is over.

Jean Frangois, Marquis de Saint-Lambert (1716-1803)

November 15
Most men make little use of their speech than to give evidence
against their own understanding.
George Savile, 1st Marquis of Halifax (1633-1695)

Every author in some degree portrays himself in his works, even if
it be against his will.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)
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I will praise any man that will praise me.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

November 16

The oldest books are still new to those who have not read them.
Samuel Butler (1835-1902)

It is the man determines what is said, not the words.
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

You can cover a great deal of country in books.
Andrew Lang (1844-1912)

November 17

Every quotation contributes something to the stability or enlarge-
ment of the language.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)

Any fool can tell the truth, but it requires a man of some sense to
know how to tell a lie well.
Samuel Butler (1835-1902)

If we encounter a man of rare intellect, we should ask him what
books he reads.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)
November 18
If you would be a real seeker after truth, it is necessary that at least
once in your life you doubt, as far as possible, all things.

René Descartes (1596-1650)
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Nothing is more despicable than a professional talker who uses
his words as a quack uses his remedies.
Francgois Fénelon (1651-1715)

Talking and eloquence are not the same: to speak, and to speak
well, are two things.
Ben jJonson (1573-1637)

November 19

All our knowledge has its origins in our perceptions.
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)

Most writers regard the truth as their most valuable possession,
and therefore are economical in its use.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

Fine words! I wonder where you stole them.
Jonathan Swift (1667-1745)

November 20

For all sad words of tongue or pen,
The saddest are these: “It might have been.”
John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)

Many a poem is marred by a superfluous word.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)

When I get a little money, I buy books; and if there is any left I buy
food and clothes.
Desiderius Erasmus (1466—-1536)
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November 21

We feel and know that we are eternal.
Baruch de Spinoza (1632-1677)

ENGLISH GRAMMAR is the art of speaking and writing the English
language with propriety.
Lindley Murray (1745-1826)

Art is a jealous mistress.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

November 22

Intellect annuls fate. So far as a man thinks, he is free.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

The English tongue is rapidly spreading and bids fair to become
the general language of the human race.
Sir John William Lubbock, 3rd Baronet (1803-1865)

Classical quotation is the parole of literary men all over the world.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)

November 23
If you cannot mould yourself as you would wish, how can you ex-

pect other people to be entirely to your liking?
Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471)

I have made this letter longer than usual, only because I have not
had the time to make it shorter.

Blaise Pascal (1623-1662)
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Of all that is written, I love only what a person has written with his
own blood.
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)

November 24

We live in an age that reads too much to be wise.
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

Do not accustom yourself to use big words for little matters.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)

They lard their lean books with the fat of others” works.
Robert Burton (1577-1640)

November 25

Stay at home in your mind. Don'’t recite other people’s opinions. I
hate quotations. Tell me what you know.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

Ready writing makes not good writing, but good writing brings on
ready writing.
Ben Jonson (1572-1637)
All books are divisible into two classes: the books of the hour, and
the books of all time.
John Ruskin (1819-1900)
November 26

The main thing is to make history, not to write it.
Otto Eduard Leopold, Prince von Bismarck (1815-1898)
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A Woman seldom writes her Mind but in her Postscript.
Sir Richard Steele (1672-1729)

There is properly no history, only biography.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

November 27

Knowledge is the mother of all virtue; all vice proceeds from igno-
rance. Proverb

The first rule, indeed by itself virtually a sufficient condition for
good style, is to have something to say.
Arthur Schopenhauer (1788-1860)

Never explain—your friends do not need it and your enemies will
not believe you anyway.
Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915)

November 28
I wish to say what I think and feel today, with the proviso that to-

morrow perhaps I shall contradict it all.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

Poetry is the rhythmical creation of beauty in words.
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849)

The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)
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November 29

No task is a long one but the task on which one dare not start. It
becomes a nightmare.
Charles Pierre Baudelaire (1821-1867)

All erroneous ideas would perish of their own accord if given clear
expression.
Luc de Clapiers, Marquis de Vauvenargues (1715-1747)

Nowadays three witty turns of phrase and a lie make a writer.
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg (1742-1799)
November 30

All that we see or seem is but a dream within a dream.
Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849)

One ought only to write when one leaves a piece of one’s own flesh
in the ink-pot, each time one dips one’s pen.

Count Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910)

Be not the slave of Words.
Thomas Carlyle (1795-1881)
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A good book is the precious life-blood of a master spirit, em-
balmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life.
John Milton (1608-1674)

December 6

Good friends, good books and a sleepy conscience: this is the ideal
life.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

You can never correct your work well until you have forgotten it.
Voltaire (1694-1778)

History repeats itself.
Proverb

December 7

We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars.
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

I am sorry this is such a long letter, but I did not have the time to
write a short one.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

Among all kinds of Writing, there is none in which Authors are
more apt to miscarry than in Works of Humor, as there is none
in which they are more ambitious to excel.

Joseph Addison (1672-1719)

December 8

Character is destiny.
Heraclitus (535-475 B.C.)
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Circumlocution, n. A literary trick whereby the writer who has
nothing to say breaks it gently to the reader.
Ambrose Bierce (1842-1914)

The highest intellects, like the tops of mountains, are the first to
catch and to reflect the dawn.
Lord [Thomas Babington] Macauley (1800-1859)

December 9

Many have been the wise speeches of fools, though not so many
as the foolish speeches of wise men.
Thomas Fuller (1608-1661)

You must render: never report.
Guy de Maupassant (1850-1893)

Men’s words are ever bolder than their deeds.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)

December 10

It is not death that a man should fear, but he should fear never
beginning to live.
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (121-180)

I know you lawyers can, with ease,
Twist words and meanings as you please;
That language, by your skill made pliant,
Will bend to favor ev’ry client.
John Gay (1685-1732)

The ignorant man always adores what he cannot understand.
Cesare Lombroso (1853-1909)
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December 11

Research! A mere excuse for idleness; it has never achieved, and
will never achieve any results of the slightest value.
Benjamin Jowett (1817-1893)

The music that can deepest reach,
And cure all ill, is cordial speech.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

If a writer wrote merely for his time, [ would have to break my pen
and throw it away.
Victor Hugo (1802-1885)

December 12

A really intelligent man feels what other men only know.
Baron de Montesquieu (1689-1755)

Genius makes its observations in short-hand; talent writes them
out at length.
Christian Nevell Bovee (1820-1904)

Most men are within a finger’s breadth of being mad.
Diogenes (412-323 B.C.)

December 13

The one special advantage we enjoy over animals is our power to
speak with one another, to express our thoughts in words. For this
reason it is a peculiarly satisfactory experience for a man to take
pleasure in conversation and seek to excel at it.

Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 B.C.)
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The writer is an explorer. Every step is an advance into new land.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

I would rather be ashes than dust! I would rather that my spark
burn out in a brilliant blaze than it be stifled by dry-rot. I would
rather be a superb meteor, every atom of me in magnificent glow,
than a sleepy and permanent planet.

Jack London (1876-1916)

December 14

Books must follow sciences, and not sciences books.
Francis Bacon (1561-1626)

A novel is a mirror walking along a main road.
Stendhal (1783-1842)

When the eyes say one thing, and the tongue another, a practiced
man relies on the language of the first.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

December 15

A man ought to read just as inclination leads him; for what he
reads as a task will do him little good.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)

The best stories don’t come from “good vs. bad” but from “good
vs. good”.
Count Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910)

The profession of letters is, after all, the only one in which one can
make no money without being ridiculous.

Jules Reynard (1864-1910)
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December 16

What you don’t know would make a great book.
Sydney Smith (1771-1845)

There can never be a moment of true standstill in language, just
as little as in the ceaselessly flaming thought of men.
Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835)

I suppose publishers are untrustworthy. They certainly always
look it.
Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)

December 17

The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the
man who cannot read them.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

Poetry is simply the most beautiful, impressive, and widely effec-
tive mode of saying things.
Matthew Arnold (1822-1888)

No author is a man of genius to his publisher.
Heinrich Heine (1797-1856)

December 18

Life consists not in holding good cards but in playing those you
hold well.
Henry Wheeler Shaw (1818-1885)

The love of life is necessary to the vigorous prosecution of any un-
dertaking.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)
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Let your literary compositions be kept from the public eye for nine
years.
Horace(65-8 B.C.)

December 19

I know of no more encouraging fact than the unquestionable abil-
ity of man to elevate his life by a conscious endeavor.
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

Things which matter most must never be at the mercy of things
which matter least.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832)

The advantage of doing one’s praising for oneself is that one can
lay it on so thick and exactly in the right places.
Samuel Butler (1835-1902)

December 20

Itis the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought
without accepting it.
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)

If I chance to talk a little wild, forgive me.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

No race can prosper till it learns that there is as much dignity in
tilling a field as in writing a poem.
Booker T(aliaferro) Washington (1856-1915)

164



Words to Inspire Writers

December 21

I never saw an author who was aware that there is any dimensional
difference between a fact and a surmise.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

He uses statistics as a drunken man uses lamp-posts—for support
rather than illumination.
Andrew Lang (1844-1912)

Nothing ever becomes real 'til it is experienced—even a proverb is
no proverb to you 'til your life has illustrated it.
John Keats (1795-1821)

December 22
It hinders the creative work of the mind if the intellect examines
too closely the ideas as they pour in.

Friedrich von Schiller (1759-1805)

Footnotes—Ilittle dogs yapping at the heels of the text.
William James (1842-1910)

The aim, if reached or not, makes great the life: try to be Shake-

speare, leave the rest to fate!
Robert Browning (1812-1889)

December 23

I have a horror of sunsets, theyre so romantic, so operatic.
Marcel Proust (1871-1922)

What we have to learn, we learn by doing.
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)
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It is a luxury to be understood.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

December 24

Sometimes give your services for nothing.... And if there be an
opportunity of serving one who is a stranger in financial straits,
give full assistance to all such. For where there is love of man, there
is also love of the art. [C.f. Ars longa, vita brevis—Art lasts, life is
short]

Hippocrates (460-377 B.C.)

Silence is not always tact and it is tact that is golden, not silence.
Samuel Butler (1835-1902)

In all things I have sought rest, and nowhere have I found it save
in a corner with a book.
Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471)

December 25

The men who make history have not time to write it.
Klemens Von Metternich (1773-1859)

A translation is no translation unless it will give you the music of a
poem along with the words of it.
J(ohn) M(illington) Synge (1871-1909)

Writers are the main landmarks of the past.
Edward George Earl Bulwer-Lytton (1803-1873)
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December 26

The dread of something after death—
The undiscover'd country, from whose bourn
No traveler returns.
William Shakespeare (1564-1616)

In good writing, words become one with things.
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)

Talking about oneself can also be a means to conceal oneself.
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)

December 27

Style is life! It is the very life-blood of thought!
Gustave Flaubert (1821-1880)

Dialogue must contribute to the telling of the story.
Anthony Trollope (1815-1882)

The sole end of literature should be to enable the reader better to
enjoy life, or better to endure it.
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784)

December 28
There are many truths of which the full meaning cannot be real-
ized until personal experience has brought it home.
John Stuart Mill (1806-1873)
The right word may be effective, but no word was ever as effective
as a rightly timed pause.

Mark Twain (1835-1910)
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Nor in the critic let the man be lost.
Alexander Pope (1688-1744)

December 29

The great end of life is not knowledge but action.
T(homas) H(enry) Huxley (1825-1895)

There is no such thing as a great talent without great will-power.
Honoré de Balzac (1799-1850)

The function of the novelist... is to comment upon life as he sees
it.
Frank Norris (1870-1902)

December 30

Is there another life? Shall I awake and find all this a dream? There
must be, we cannot be created for this sort of suffering.
John Keats (1795-1821)

Indeed, I think the illegibility of my handwriting is very author-
like.
Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864)

No man has an appreciation so various that his judgment is good

upon all varieties of literary work.
Mark Twain (1835-1910)

December 31

Far away in the sunshine are my highest inspirations. I may not
reach them, but I can look up and see the beauty, believe in them
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and try to follow where they may lead.
Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888)

One word frees us of all the weight and pain of life: that word is
love.

Sophocles (497-406 B.C.)

Books are the treasured wealth of the world and the fit inheritance
of generations and nations.

Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

169



To be, or not to be—that is the question;
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them? To die, to sleep—
No more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, 'tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep;

To sleep, perchance to dream. Ay, there’s the rub;
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,

Must give us pause.

William Shakespeare (1564-1616)



Useful Web Addresses

There are many invaluable collections of Quotations on the World
Wide Web, and, although not meant to be exhaustive or definitive,
this listing of websites containing General and Writing Quotations
should be a good starting point for any further browsing.

About Quotations—Writing Quotes
http://quotations.about.com/cs/inspirationquotes/
a/Writingb5.htm

Andilinks Quotation Collections
http://www.andilinks.com/quo.htm

The Art of Living and Writing Quotations
http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/workshop/8405/
QUOTES.html

Basic Quotations—Famous Quotes by Famous People
http://www.basicquotations.com/

Bella Online—Writing Quotations
http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art4073.asp

Bonnie Bruno’s index of famous quotes
http://bonniebruno.com/gquotes.htm

Brain Candy Quotations Collection-great writing quotes
http://www.corsinet.com/braincandy/great.html

Creative Wit about... Writing
http://creativewit.com/writing.html
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Daily Celebrations: Favorite Quotations—Writing & Writers
http://www.dailycelebrations.com/writing.htm

Dakota State University—Creative Writing: Fiction-Quotations from
Writers
http://www.homepages.dsu.edu/jankej/Writing/
quotes.htm

Delamar Web—Writers On Writing
http://www.delamar.org/xqwriterson.htm

eConsultant—Writing Quotes
http://www.econsultant.com/quotes/writing.html

Ed Myers’ Writers’ Quotations about Writing
http://www.edwardmyers.com/writing.html

Familiar Quotations—Compiled by John Bartlett
http://www.bartleby.com/100/

Famous writing sayings and quotations
http://www.famoussayings4u.com/famous—writing-—
sayings.php

Garbl’s Concise Writing Guide—Words of Wisdom
http://garbl.home.comcast.net/stylemanual/
betwrit.htm#wisdom

GIGA Quotes—Writing
http://www.giga—usa.com/gigawebl/quotes2/
qutopwritingx002.htm

Heart Touchers—Quotes About Writing
http://www.hearttouchers.com/writer_s_guotes
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Leigh Michaels’ Classroom on the Web—Quotations for Writers
http://home.mchsi.com/~webclass/quotations_for_
writers.htm

LitQuotes—Quotes from Literature
http://www.litquotes.com/

Love Quotes and Quotations—Inspirational Writing Quotes: Words of
Wisdom by Published Writers
http://www.love—quotes—and—quotations.com/
inspirational-writing—quotes.html

Mark Twain quotations—Writing
http://www.twaingquotes.com/writing.html

Marta Randall—Quotations about Writing
http://www.scripsit.com/WritingQuotes.html

The Motivational and Inspirational Corner
http://www.motivational—-inspirational—-corner.com/

National Writers Union—Memorable and Humorous Quotations for
Writers

http://www.unionwriters.org/home/writers—
quotations.php

Nebraska Center for Writers—Quotations for Writers
http://mockingbird.creighton.edu/ncw/quotes.htm

Nonstop English—Quotations of famous people
http://www.nonstopenglish.com/reading/quotations/

Poe War.com Writer’s Resource Center—Quotations about Writing and
Books

http://www.poewar.com/archives/2005/03/05/
quotations—-about-writing—-and-books/
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The Quotable Writer—Quotations About Writing and Publishing
http://members.aol.com/williamagordon/writers_
quotations.html

Quotations about Writing
http://www.angelfire.com/on2/wordz/writing.html

Quotations about Writing
http://www.monksofadoration.org/writingg.html

Quotations Book—Quotations about Writers and Writing
http://www.quotationsbook.com/subjects/1323/
Writers_and _Writing

Quotations for Writers of All Persuasions
http://www.cgcwg.org/quotations.htm

Quotations on Speech and Writing assembled by Vivian Cook
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/vivian.c/WSQuotes.
htm

Quotations on Writing
http://www.suzanne-williams.com/1lil/Files/

qgquotatio.htm

The Quotations Page—Writing
http://www.quotationspage.com/subjects/writing/

The Quote Garden—Quotations about Writing
http://www.quotegarden.com/writing.html

Quoteland.com—Authors and Writing
http://www.gquoteland.com/search.asp

Quotes for Writers
http://www.mtco.com/~1lbamber/quotes.htm
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Success Quotation Center
http://www.cybernation.com/quotationcenter/

Talking Books—Useful Quotations
http://mysite.verizon.net/vzeqgjolw/id6.html

The Web’s Most Humongous Collection of Writing Quotes
http://home.earthlink.net/~wallinger/quotes.html

Wikiquote—Books
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Books

Wikiquote—Literature
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Literature

Wikiquote—Writing
http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Writing

Wise Owl Wisdom
http://www.wiseowlbooks.com/publish/wisdom.html

Writers’ Quotes—Quotes from Writers
http://www.writersservices.com/mag/m_quotes__
writers.htm

Writing Quotations
http://thue.stanford.edu/jacquie/quote.html

Writing Quotations of Mark Twain
http://www.dowse.com/articles/twains—quotes.html

Writing Quotes—Famous Quotes Famous Sayings
http://guotations.home.worldnet.att.net/writing.
html

Writing/Writers Quotes
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/catwritingwriters.
html
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WSU Writing Web—Quotations for Writers
http://www.wright.edu/cola/Dept/eng/wsuwweb/
rageindxs/quotes.htm
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How This Book Was Made

This book was typeset with the BIEX document markup language
and document preparation system (created by Leslie Lamport) for
the TiX typesetting program (created by Donald Knuth), and uses
thememoir class (written by Peter Wilson). The cover was created
in Scribus, the desktop publishing application.

Each of these programs are firee software.

All copies of this book are printed on demand by Lightning
Source Inc.
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